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Our sits Problem. 


RESIDENT ’S ADDRESS AT THE MARSHALL- 
- TOWN MEETING OF IOWA LIBRARY 
)) ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER, 1914. 

B. ARNOLD, LIBRARIAN, CAR- 
NEGIE-STOUT LIBRARY, DUBUQUE. 


meeting marks the twenty-fifth 

of the Iowa Library Association. 

ring this quarter century library de- 
velopment has been greater in this coun- 
‘try than in all the years before. Just 
twenty-five years ago the first Carnegie 
library was opened. Before that time 
ie or towns had libraries and 
: in existence were supported by 
_ the sibseription fees of those using 
hem; or they belonged to clubs of some 
i. Tax supported or endowed pub- 

, open to the free use of the 

ble, were few and library buildings 

1 a few cities only. The old idea 

y was for the conservation 

edge. Librarians were only 


the curators of books, and their chief 
duty was to guard the collection against 
loss and to see that the books were not 
worn out by being used. 

These twenty-five years have wit- 
nessed an entire change of policy—the 
old idea of conservation or preserva- 
tion has given way to that of distribu- 
tion. A library is no longer considered 
a depository of literature of special 
value to the student but rather a cen- 
ter for the distribution of books to peo- 
ple of all classes. 

The subscription or club libraries un- 
der the watchful and jealous guardian- 
ship of their curators have given place 
to public libraries under the administra- 
tion of trained librarians whose highest 
duty it is to foster and extend the in- 
telligent use of books. A librarian is 
no longer. a custodian of books, but a 
dispenser. Librarianship has become a 
profession, and within the years since 
the organization of this association, li- 
brary schools have been established for 
the teaching of the science and art of 
library administration. 

About twenty-five years ago, when 
the possibilities of a library school were 
put forward by Melvil Dewey before the 
A. L. A., fearful doubts were expressed 
as to whether such a new fangled in- 
vention would ever come to anything. 
This year the half score library schools 
of approved standing have sent forth 
more than 200 graduates, ready for 
trained professional work in the library 
field, and the remarkable fact is that 
the demand for trained workers is so 
great that almost every graduate will 
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find a position at once. In addition to 
the library schools are the summer 
training classes, only less valuable in 
their function of giving to library as- 
sistants who have not enjoyed profes- 
sional training something of that which 
they have lacked. 

Library buildings are now found in 
all cities and most of the small towns of 
the United States. Thousands of dollars 
have gone into their erection and thou- 
sands more are being given annually for 
their support, but with all this expendi- 
ture statistics show that only one third 
of the people of the United States have 
access to adequate collections of books. 
In Iowa there are 105 public library 
buildings, many of them built through 
the generosity of Andrew Carnegie, 
others paid for out of funds donated by 
men and women less well known, and 
others paid for out of funds derived 
from public taxation, from which last 
source comes the funds for the up-keep 
of nearly. all. 


This is a good time to take an in- 
ventory of what has been done and of 
the much larger work that remains 
to be done, then to plan for this larger 
work. The last quarter century has 
furnished the building, equipment, and 
administration, but only a beginning has 
been made in supplying books to the 
people. The problems we are facing to- 
day are: How to bring the benefits of 
the well equipped, well administered 1li- 
brary to all the people regardless of 
conditions and place of residence; how 
to provide and distribute books so that 
every man, woman and child may have 
access to them; and how supply the ex- 
pert help of trained librarians so as to - 
bring all the people within the sphere 
of library influence. 

With all the agencies which are to 
be utilized in the solution of the prob- 
lem there is one essential element—the 
direct and personal contact between 
the librarian and the reader. Surveys 
made in some of the larger cities have 
shown that no library can serve effec- 
tively more than the territory included 
in a circle drawn with a radius of one 
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mile. Roughly speaking a gpa 
four square miles is the sphere of , 
fluence of a public library. Bs 


In order to make the direct ap 
must have more subsidiary agen 
our cities; more centers of di 
and smaller areas of action, Wes 
have the intelligent assistance pA 
cially trained workers who are # a 
with enthusiasm, who know bookg thy 
oughly, and are able to adapt the by 
to the person, and there must be- 
brary visitors who can go into the | 
and interest the families in eo 
the library. Unfortunately it ig an ¢ 
ceptional community where the ignoram 
are as eager for knowledge as the I 
brary is to make it accessible, where the 
publie in general is as eager to f 
by the library as the library is to; = 
it. > 
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In every community there are 
classes of potential readers; those 
do not know that there is a publig 
brary or do not understand What 
offers them; those who may apj 
the library in theory, but through i 
dolence or indifference do not ¢& 
profit by it; and those who do 
lieve in book-learning and look y 
contempt or dislike on all libraries 
their books, refusing to believe ¢ 
there is anything there that 7 
use to them. % 
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Personal contact is the most 
method of reaching these three 
to transformi them from potential 
actual readers. a 


In order to reach the first class, 9 
must inform them, to win the I 
class, we must persuade them, 
convert the third class, we must cm 
vince them. Publicity or adverti 
to a certain extent the best | 
of communication, but ecmm 
through the papers do not ¢ 
personal appeal which is casentill 
they receive most attention from pé 
who already know and appreciate 
library, or those who know the 


BSR EEE E 


- cf books and need only a reminder now 


and then to bring them to the li 


ly the non-reading class—the 
-. whom the public library is most 
camer to meet—pays little or no atten- 
‘en to library articles in the newspa- 
; pets. ‘The appeal that attracts must be 
of a personal nature—every individual 
® cct be impressed with the fact that 
there is a free publie library, they must 
eonvineed that it is an institution 
which offers to them something of value, 
and a desire aroused in them to accept 
its services. 
“If we are to fight against the ignor- 
ance and general indifference of the va- 
rious classes, we must have a definite 
wledge of the conditions and dif- 
ties to be met. One of the reasons 
we reach such a comparatively 
gmall number of our constituency is 
we do not know home condi- 
tions and cannot fit the book to the in- 
‘vidual or to the family—we do not 
jmow their business conditions, what 
subjects interest them, or what stage 
of culture they have reached. 


Social workers have found it neces- 
to make surveys in order to carry 
on their work of relieving social condi- 
tions. Would it not be wise for librari- 
ans to make similar surveys of the con- 
ditions and problems which we must 
meet? Would it not be helpful for us 
to know what foreigners there are in 
our city and in just what part they live; 
why children of certain districts do not 
visit the library ; the kind of amusements 
that are being offered both old and 
young; the number and kind of indus- 
tries; the labor organizations; the edu- 
cational, religious and cultural agencies; 
the leaders and workers of benevolent as- 
sociations and scores of other items of 
equal importance. 


In connection with snch surveys if 
we could draw up an outline or chart 
showing our library organization, with 
all subsidiary agencies and the centers 
reached by each, it would be easy to con- 
nect the sources of demand with the sup- 
ply. The needs of each section and the 
efforts being made to minister to them 
would be graphically shown and would 


give us a definite basis upon which to 
work. 

There should be a branch of the pub- 
lie library in every school, with an as- 
sistant librarian from the public library 
in charge, and with the special teachers 
in the school co-operating in cultivating: 
and directing the reading of: the chil- 
dren. , 

Plenty of books are published but un- 
fortunately few of them are well adapted 
to children’s reading. Teachers are ever 


‘seeking for books for reading to the 


children and books for them to consult, 
and always there is the daily request 
from the children, ‘‘Tell me some- 
thing good to read.’’ We are just be- 
ginning to realize the importance of 
reading courses in connection with the 
beoks on our shelves. 


There is an open field for such work 
in the public schools. With the co-opera- 
tion of the teachers with the librarian, 
special courses in reading could be 
planned for each grade. The librarian 
may suggest the books but it is the teach. 
er alone who knows the mental capac- 
ity of the children, what is required to 
help them in their studies and in the 
gradual expansion of their minds. If 
every teacher were provided with brief 
lists of well selected books which chil- 
dren of a certain age are sure to like and 
which are so excellent in style that their 
influence on the little readers will be 
positively good, one of the chief prob- 
lems of the school would be practically 
solved. 

An interesting experiment is being 
tried in the public schools of Gary, In- 
diana, where the school employs special- 
ly trained teachers to direct the outside 
reading of children, and cultivate an ap- 
preciation for good literature. These 
teachers meet every child for a thirty- 
minute period on alternate days. By 
means of stories and readings from sets 


‘of books, the children are interested in 


the best literature. The literature 
teacher’s class room is in reality a li- 
brary of literature for children. Simi- 
larly the nature study teachers have a 
nature study library in their laboratory, 
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the music teachers have a music library, 
the drawing teachers an art library, and 
so on, The library work is supplemented 
by pictures, victrolas, piano-players, 
stereopticon and motion picture ma- 
chines in the school auditorium, and by 
museum specimens in the museum. Ev- 
ery child is reached regularly and in an 
organized ‘way. 

The proper education of children is 
one of the problems never fully solved. 
It is evident that thousands of pupils 


leave school without any adequate idea . 


of their future or how they expect to 
earn a livelihood. Boys and girls leav- 
ing school at fifteen may forget most of 
the lessons and subjects learned in 
school, but if they have been led to care 
for good books, and helped to acquire a 
taste for good literature and so formed 
the habit of reading that which is most 
worth while, there is not much danger 
but that they will develop intu good cit- 
izens. If we can annex the school chil- 
dren to the library, the present percent- 
age of non-readers will be steadily. de- 
creased. 

Township extension is another step in 
the broadening of the scope of public 
libraries and another means of reaching 
the two-thirds of non-readers. There is 
no reason why the artificial boundaries 
of a municipality should be considered 
the limit of library endeavor; to extend 
the field of the library’s usefulness into 
the adjacent country seems the only log- 
ical thing to do. 

The law recently passed by the Iowa 
legislature provides for the township 
extension of library privileges, by means 
of which the township trustees may con- 
tract with the library board of the pub- 
lic library in the nearest town or city, 
for the free use of the books from that 
library by the residents of the township, 
on the same terms and conditions for 
individual readers as for those living in 
town. 

This means that a collection of books 
may be,sent into the immediate neigh- 
borhood, a country church, or a country 
school, which shall thus constitute a li- 
brary distributing station; or to the 
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smaller towns in ‘the tow 
branch libraries may be establi 
a reading room and such othee 
sions as the residents of the tow; 
make possible by cooperation 
library board. 

In the country there are many 
tricts having no library Ci : 
ever and where the only books ® 
homes of the people are the B 
such government publications ag ape, 
out. by the Department of Ag 
With the extension of library p 
books are made accessible and ag 


















































as possible taken to the homes of # iam l 
who are remote from library center fal 
For many reasons the people living poo 
the rural districts have more tim, 
reading than city people and ‘The 
read the best type with more appre & 0850 
tion and profit. They read less for tim, @ min! 
killing or mere entertainment, and mp, § 0K ¥ 
for information and inspiration, hp  pé024 
close and familiar contact with nate must b 
and the simple fundamental things g @ People: 
life enables them to interpret the gum ™ ™™re 
literature of the world. Their time gp M2 ho 
reading comes in larger sections . whethe! 
with fewer interruptions than ¢ person 
city people. : a whether 
However, a library cannot fit papel 
tively into the needs of the rural popa " A bi 
tion until it has been brought , : House 
the lives of the people. It is img & Congre: 
to have much success in circulating be a al law 
and getting information to the puble ™ o# char 
unless we know what informat return 
needed. For us to say: ‘‘Here ig running 
library and here are the books;” with lib 
not follow it up a step farther a prove a 
‘*Here are the books that apply to your ™ sion as 
business,’’ means that the library isf turned 
ing to be of any real force in the @ outside. 
munity. . of cour 
Without the knowledge of all neceasal 
varied interests and affairs, the libra In th 
is not a part of the rural life, and’ substati 
difficult to render the kind of ther de 
that should be rendered. We more ce’ 
great need of more co-operative areas of 
mation within our own community, persona! 
veys and specific facts in relation eliminat 
ditions, resources and needs shoul the libr: 
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nd. followed up by an active or- 

© ton of co-operative efforts making 

S sof the telephone for requests and the 
Be for transmission. 

es order to strengthen the important 

pre element in this work the li- 


, must visit the different districts 

become acquainted with the indi- 
'4anal borrowers. Much has been done 
4 our state by the librarians who hava 


‘“eited the rural districts on horseback 
‘gpd in autos, stopping at country schools 
‘eiell stories to the children, and at the 
fam houses to talk with the mothers 
wd fathers, and thus finding out just 
what is desirable and suitable for their 


reading. 

‘The book wagon has been found to 
pea solution of the rural extension prob- 
® jemin some states, but the success of the 
FB book wagon depends largely upon the 

ity of the one in charge. She 
must be sympathetic and interested in 
Je as well as a good reader of human 
nature in order to learn the nature of 
the household to which she goes, and 
whether the woman of the house is the 
person most likely to be interested, or 
whether the man is the one to whom 
appeal should be made. 


A bill has been introduced in the 
House of Representatives by our own 
n Green, amending the post- 
al law to permit of sending books free 
af charge by public libraries, and their 
return to the libraries, on rural routes 
running out from the cities and towns 
with libraries. If passed this law would 
prove a great stimulus to rural exten- 
sion as books could be borrowed and re- 
tamed free of charge to people living 
outside of the library district, providing, 
of course, that the township levy the 
necessary library tax. 

In the establishment of more branches, 
mbstations, and school libraries, the fur- 
ther development of rural extension, 
more centers of distribution and smaller 
areas of action resulting in the closer 
personal appeal, lies the method for the 
dimination of all classes of non-users of 


As the Mahomets do not come to the 
mountain, the mountain must be moved 
in small sections until it is within the 
reach of each and every Mahomet. 





Iowa Library Association. 
Marshalltown Meeting. 


The silver anniversary of the Iowa 
Library Association was celebrated Octo- 
ber 20th to 22d, when the twenty-fifth 
annual meeting was held in Marshall- 
town. The registered attendance of trus- 
tees was the largest in the history of the 
association, 32 being present, while 97 
librarians and 14 visitors made the total 
143, one of the largest meetings ever 
held. 


The helpful nature of the program, 
with opportunity for free discussion 
by all, and the cordial spirit pervad. 
ing the meeting, rendered it a very. 
enjoyable one. This spirit was due to 
the tactful cordiality of the President, 
the generous hospitality of the Marshall- 
town people, and the desire of each one 
in attendance to contribute her share to 
the sucess of the meeting. 


The session opened on Tuesday after- 
noon with an address of welcome on 
behalf of the city by Senator Arney, 
speaking for Mayor Smith Millard. J. 
J. Fitzpatrick, representing the Library 
Board of Trustees, gave a cordial greet- 
ing to the library’s guests. President 
Macbride, of the State University of 
Iowa, and a member of the Iowa Library 
Commission, spoke a few hearty words 
of greeting and good wishes. Miss Helen 
MacRaith, second vice-president, re- 
spouded for the visiting librarians to the 
welcomes extended. 

The address of the President, Miss 
Arnold followed. (Printed in this issue 
of the Quarterly.) Reports of the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer were read. 

Mr. Orchard spoke of the bill before 
Congress for free carriage of books on 
rural routes. 

The last number of the first session 
was an address on ‘‘The Widening Field 
and the Open Book,’’ by Miss Tyler, of 
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Western Reserve University Library 
School. 

On Tuesday evening the Association 
was the guest of the 20th Century Club 
at a reception and dramatic reading by 
Miss Cora Mel Patton. Miss Patton read 
Galsworthy’s ‘‘Pigeon,’’ which was 
greatly enjoyed by all. 

The Wednesday morning session 
opened with the appointment of com- 
mittees, the report from the Legislative 
Committee appointed last year, and the 
report of the Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Comunission. 

Following the business session Miss 
Maria Brace of Waterloo led the Round 
Table for Assistants, the keynote being 
‘‘The Assistant’s Place and Value in Li- 
brary Economy.’’ Miss Robbins of Cedar 
Rapids spoke on ‘‘ Methods of Simplify- 
ing the Mechanical without Sacrificing 
Accuracy ;’” Miss Kemmerer of Daven- 
port on ‘‘The Assistant and the Public,’’ 
and Miss Dewey of Waterloo, on ‘‘ How 
to Raise the Non-Fiction percentage.’’ 
This part of the program also included 
a lively discussion from the floor on these 
and other related subjects. 

Mrs. B. B. Clark, President of the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
gave a brief address, discussing the rel- 
ationship between clubs and libraries. 

At the opening of the afternoon ses- 
sion Miss Elizabeth Lilly of Burlington, 
had charge of a very helpful and inter- 
esting Round Table for children’s libra- 
rians, and the following children’s libra- 
rians took part in the discussion on the 
various subjects: ‘‘The Attractive Chil- 
dren’s Room,’’ Mrs. Flora Cutler Coen, 
Waterloo, and Miss Grace Shellenberger, 
Des Moines; ‘‘ Work with Teachers in the 
Children’s Room,’’ Miss Mary Oxley, 
Cedar Rapids, Miss Mary Rains, Mason 
City, and Miss Mabel Shearer, Marshall- 
town; ‘‘The Story Hour,’’ Miss Anna 
Anderson, Clinton and Miss Mildred 
Dean, Davenport. 

Mrs. C. C. Loomis of Cedar Rapids 
presided at the Question Box which fol- 
lowed, many pertinent questions in li- 
brary economy being discussed from the 


floor. 





’ issue of the Quarterly. ) 
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‘‘The Library and Indust 
tion,’’ was the subject of a 
and inspiring talk by Prof. "G. 
of Iowa State College. (Printer 












Dr. Clarke of Waterloo spoke te: 





of the influence of the lib 
peace movement, and the Reg 






















Committee was instructed to; ncornas 


the sentiments of the Association ig 
report. 

Wednesday evening, the Marsh 
Commercial Club entertained the , 
ciation at the opening meetj 
entertainment course, the attract 
ing Alton Packard, ‘Cartoonist, 

The session of Thursday mornj 
opened by Mrs. Horace Towner of 
ing, who gave a talk on ‘Study 
Outlines,’’ suggesting organized , 
tems of study for all clubs. 

A symposium on Rural E 
led by Miss Robinson, and p 
in by Miss Cornelia Plaister of 
who spoke on Rural Extension 
School Corporations; Miss Flora 
ligan of Tipton, on Rural eng 
Through School Stations; Mrs, 
Murray of Grundy Center, on Rural ik 
tension Through Direct Loans, and 
Helen E. Allen of Onawa, on 
Through Branches. Many ‘questions wen 
asked of each speaker, and the i 
in the subject would have prolonged the 
discussion to a greater length — 
permitted. 

Miss May Massee of the A. L. A. Bi 
list gave a spirited talk on this 
tion, emphasizing the desire of 
ors to make it truly helpful to 
braries in their difficult task of b 
selection. 

At the afternoon session Miss Ime 
Armstrong of Council Bluffs pov 
joyable paper on ‘‘ Modern 

Curator E. R. Harlan followed ¢ 
talk on ‘‘ Historical Collections in Sm 


Libraries.’’ (Printed in this i issue f the 


Quarterly.) 

Reports of the Registrar, the 
ogy, and the Resolutions Com 
were received. The report of the Ne 
inating Committee was accepted, 
election of officers resulted as 
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sdent, Mr. L. L. Dickerson, Grinnell ; 






; Second Vice-president, Miss 


5 oe , (continued) Miss Anna Maude 
XGmberly, Marshalltown; Treasurer, 
B® wics Mary Brainard, Waterloo; Gegis- 

ar, (continued) Miss Anna M. Tarr; 






t The Nominating Committee also rec- 
~ qmended the election. to honorary 
a ip of Miss Harriet Wood, 
formerly librarian of the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library and President of the I. 
I, A., 1909, now School Librarian, Li- 
brary Association, Portland, Oregon. 
After the adjournment of the meeting 
the guests were given a ride about the 
city, and were brought back to the li- 
brary for a farewell tea tendered by tlie 
Board. ; 
Through the report of the Resolutions 
Committee the appreciation of the li- 
prarians was extended to the various 
‘dubs and individuals who had helped to 
make the meeting a success. 


















I. L. A. Meeting 1915. 
At a meeting of the Executive Board 
held December 12th, it was decided to 
hold the meeting of 1915 at Hotel Colfax. 














Note of Appreciation. 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 15, 1914. 

+@ My Dear Miss Kimberly: 
ie. I was very much surprised and ex- 
‘eedingly pleased to receive the honor of 
membership which the good librarians of 
lowa have given me. To be remembered 
so beautifully after an absence of four 
years touches me very much, and con- 
_ §  vinces me that the Iowa people are the 
a best friends in the world. 

I wish that in some way I might ade- 
quately express my keen appreciation of 
this honor. I want to see you all and 
thank you in person. This year you will 
4 surely give me the opportunity by com- 
'@ ing to Portland. In 1916 I hope that I 

"m may go East for a visit after six years 
~ @ on the coast. 

Most cordially, 
Harriet A. Woon. 








ident, Mrs. J. W. Cory,,. 


4e Goetzman, Des Moines; Sec-- 


The Library and Industrial Education. 


BY PROF. K. S. SMITH, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENGINEERING EXTENSION, IOWA 
STATE COLLEGE. 

Industrial education is that form of 
vocational education which fits for the 
industries, and there are two distinct 
classes of persons to whom industrial 
education makes its appeal. (1) Those 
already engaged in the industries. (2) 
Those preparing to enter this field of 
work, We will deal with these two classes 
separately. 

A man engaged in industrial work has 
some very distinct characteristics which 
must be recognized when dealing with 
him. 

The industrial worker of today is a 
specialist. Sad to say, the tradesman of 
broad training is a thing of the past. 
Employers of the present day do not 
want men of broad training. The av- 
erage workman is not interested in the 
broad problems of manufacture or even 
of his own trade. Technical books do 
not exist which are of wide general in- 
terest in industry, because industry is 
now diversified. 

In this respect it differs sharply from 
agriculture. It is true that such books 
as ‘‘The Everyday Life of a Railroad 
Man,’’ ‘‘Careers of Danger and Dar- 
ing,’’ and ‘‘History of the Steam En- 
gine,’’ are of general interest, but they 
are not read for the technical informa. 
tion, but rather for entertainment. 

The books for a certain library, then, 
depend upon the industries represented 
in the community. Sometimes there is a 
dominant industry, such as the manu- 
facture of agricultural implements or 
gas engines. Books for machinists or 
books on gas engines would be in demand 
there. Sometimes the dominant industry 
is woodworking including mil) work and 
cabinet making. An entirely different 
set of books will be read by the class of 
men employed in this industry. If there 
is no dominant industry, certain trades 
are always represented, such as the 
plumber, the steamfitter, the painter and 
the carpenter. Perhaps the classes of 
men who really need technical informa- 
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tion and who will read may be classified 
as follows: 


(1) Carpenters and Builders 

(2) Steamfitters and Furnacemen 

(3) Plumbers 

(4) Machinists and Shop Men 

(5) Electricians and Stationary En- 
gineers 

(6) Sheet Metal Workers 

(7) Automobile and Gas Engine 
Men 

(8) Painters 

(9) Printers 


The following are the special kinds of 
work in which these men are interested : 

Carpenters and builders are natur- 
ally interested in architecture and build- 
ing. There are about 19,000 carpenters 
in Iowa, yet I have always found them 
a very difficult class to interest. 

Steamfitters and furnacemen are in- 
terested in the subject of house heating. 
The steamfitter advocates steam and hot 
water heat, the furnace man hot air. 

Plumbers are concerned chiefly with 
drainage and sanitation, though plumb- 
ers do steamfitting as well. 

Machinists and shop men in this state 
are chiefly interested in gas engines and 
automobiles, except in the railroad shops. 

Every machinist is interested in the 
fundamental shop processes and tools. 

Electricians and stationary engineers 
are not numerous. Many stationary en- 
gineers have their own libraries. 

Painters are interested in three lines of 
work, painting, decorating and paper 
hanging. I may say that there is a 
strong movement for education among 
the painters in Iowa at the present time, 
and I believe the libraries would find 
ready co-operation here. 

Printing is a large industry, but how 
strongly printers feel the need of educa- 
tion I am unable now to say. - Printing 
is one of the subjects taken up most eas- 
ily by the public schools as a vocational 
subject, though few books on the subject 
are seen. 

A second characteristic of the average 
tradesman is his limited education. 
Very few tradesmen have advanced 
farther than the eighth grade. A book 
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with mathematical symbols doeg 
_peal to them. In fact, books eontat 
problems of any sort do not ag; 
appeal to them as reading matter 4 
like books containing information 
problems are given, they like to See them oe 
carefully worked out so that they ¢ - ow 
follow them through. “a 
Simplification cannot be carried gy, & 
far or the book becomes so rudiment. 
that the real tradesman thinks it henest 
him and not worth reading. A pony 
treatise and a simple treatise are twa 
ferent things. 
Bearing in mind these characteris 
of the tradesman, we have prepared 4 
list of books for various trades 
we believe, to meet the needs and ¢ 
ity of the average man. This ligt ® 
printed form is ready for distributign 


These lists, could be placed jn # 
hands of live, up-to-date men in a equ 
munity who would be able to seleet gp 
books as would be of interest. 
them may already be on the 
shelves. In that case, the cireular wil 
call attention to them. I would guggm 
that the leaders of the labor organig 
tions be consulted. Factory foremen gy 
give valuable hints. Managers and gy 
perintendents usually recommend book 
of too technical a character, ef 

All that has been said so far has ben. 
based on the supposition that the trade. 
man will come to the library. Vey 
often, even when the books are provided, 
he will not come. I believe that if then 
could be a separate corner or room it 
library set apart especially for thee 
men that it would aid. They are dan 
nish and shy and often fear to ask for 
the books they want. ba. 

Books must be placed where they 
handle them, for no shop man jt 
book by its title. He must see it, felit” 
and handle it and look it over dy 
before he decides whether to read 
not. He either selects his books in t= 
way or goes direct to one for the 
of getting a specific piece of inf 
tion. If he gets it, the book is a goa 
one, if not, it is no good. In this conmey 
tion, I believe a good large poster givily 
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gubjects treated in the technical 
s available would help. This would 
a man a chance to see whether his 
4 apecific [ine was represented or not. 
“hanical charts and pictures’ are also 
These may be seeured from the 
Mechanics Company, and pic- 
from manufacturing firms. 
Whenever possible, we want our ex- 
' classes to get in touch with the 
_ In our courses the men do little 
sng outside of the lessons while the 
4 is going on. They ought, how- 
“ever, to become acquainted with the 
wry and its resources so as to make 
gee of it later on, if not at once. For 
this purpose, | hope to send to the libra- 
‘pian in each city where we have classes 
‘the name of our loeal instructor. I will 
also urge him to call at the library with 
his class if possible. To call with the 
glass is a difficult matter while the course 
~& isgoing on because all are accustomed to 
“Hl one place of meeting and a break in the 
# poutine sometimes makes trouble. 
T also expect this year to call the at- 
# © tention of industrial students to the op- 
ities offered by the library urg- 
ing them to inquire for the list of books 
at the library and to make use of such 
hooks as are available on the shelves. 


Recently we have established at Ames, 
asa part of the Extension work, what is 
@ known as ‘‘The Technical Service Bur- 

-@ em’. It is the purpose of this bureau 

‘B togive general expert advice on all en- 

gineering topics to individuals, cor- 
‘porations and municipalities. I see no 
reason why this assistance should not be 
extended to libaries and library patrons. 

Ifa man is desirous of securing informa- 
ni tim on some technical subject and is 
miable to find it, write us and we will be 
a & able to put you and him in touch with 
it § seh information if it is available. 

In this connection, we are willing to 
recommend books and pamphlets on very 
special topics in case there is call for 
them. In some cases, the information 
may be at hand in some college bulletins, 
though these are usually too technical 
for the average man and adapted par- 
ticularly to the needs of the expert. 
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When we begin to consider the second 
class to whom industrial education ap- 
peals, those preparing to go into in- 
dustries, we are face to face with the 
problem of vocational guidance. The 
readers here are school boys and girls 
and I should say that the public school 
teachers ought to be made familiar with 
all the resources of the library on voca- 
tional subjects. For teachers and pupils 
who are considering industrial work, we 


-need some books about the industries and 


occupations, not technical books discuss- 
ing special work in the industries. 

McCullough’s ‘‘ Engineering as a Vo- 
eation’’ ought to be read by every boy 
contemplating a career as an engineer. 
Every boy who aspires to become a busi- 
ness man ought to read Stockwell’s ‘‘ Es- 
sential Elements of Business Charac- 
ter.’’ Before going further, let me say 
that every librarian interested in voca- 
tional guidance should read the pam- 
phlet ‘‘Vocational Guidance Through 
the Library’’ by Mary E. Hau. This 
contains all the hints which I can give 
and more. 


To one suggestion made in this pam- 
phlet, I wish to call your attention par- 
ticularly, viz: the possibility of having 
talks given at the library by men and 
women who have succeeded in various 
walks of life. The point I desire to 
emphasize is that the one who talks 
should be a representative of the calling 
he talks about. A minister has no busi- 
ness discussing any calling except the 
ministry. The profession of medicine 
should be discussed by a doctor,.and law 
by a lawyer, salesmanship by a salesman, 
ete. 


It is possible for one man to outline 
briefly the qualities required for a num- 
ber of occupations, and to discuss oppor- 
tunities offered therein in a general talk. 
If, however, a man drives home a sound 
businesslike talk on any profession, 
trade or occupation, his talk loses half 
its force if he does not himself represent 
the vocation under discussion. If the 
talk takes the form of question and an- 
swer, it is even more illuminating than 
a set lecture. Such a talk as this should 
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be followed by suggestions from the 
librarian on good books to read on this 
particular subject. 

In Sioux City I understand something 
of. this kind has already been under- 
taken. In Mason City some work in vo- 
eational guidance is proposed for the 
coming year. In Des Moines, a plan has 
been outlined for correlating the work in 
English in the schools with vocational 
study. This movement will spread and 


I see no reason why librarians should not - 


be the ones to arouse interest in it in 
places where it has not yet started, and 
the ones to lend the greatest assistance 
where it has started. 

For the purpose of putting you in 
touch with inexpensive helps, I have pre- 
pared a list of pamphlets, some of which 
are free and none of which cost more 
than ten cents. These will put you in 
touch with the best there is in book and 
pamphlet form on the subject of voca- 
tional education and vocational guid- 
ance. The list of books to be published 
will enable you to meet the needs of the 
average man who has chosen his life 
work and who wants specific trade in- 
formation. 


Iowa is first agricultural, second com- 
mercial, and third industrial. Farmers 
and business men have been reading for 
years. The educational problem today 
is the problem of the man in industry. 
When he begins to study, he will begin 
to read and you will find that as in- 
dustrial education spreads, the circula- 
tion of the books treating industrial sub- 
jects will increase and you will have a 
new class of library patrons. 

This list may be secured from the Li- 
brary Commission. 





Iowa Summer Library School Reunion. 


A reunion of the members of I. S. L. 
S. was held in Marshalltown on Wednes- 
day, October 21, 1914, the second day 
of the meeting of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation. At the noon hour on that day, 
thirty-two were seated at a special table 
arranged for them at the dinner held in 
the Church of Christ. 

















The society was especially honored 
having as a guest, the former dipes 
of the lowa Summer. Library ey 
Miss Alice S. Tyler, whose retyp ¥ 
Iowa during those October days 4 
much enthusiasm to the occasion, : 

A business meeting was also hel? dae | 
4:00 o’clock of the same day in the ang 
torium of the library, at which Win 
Tyler gave a very interesting talk. 
sages of greetings from I. S. L. § 
sent to Miss Margaret W. Bro : 
residing at Los Angeles, Calif., ang " 
Miss Harriet E. Howe, of Cleveland 
Ohio, Director of the Summer Libr 
School of 1914. a 

The new officers of the society are: | 

President, Miss Flora Milligan, * 
ton Publie Library. f 

Vice-President, Mrs. Maud Mem, 
Grundy Center Public Library, 

Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Eli 
Lilly, Burlington Public Library, 





A. L. A. Booklist. 


In this day of specialists when we 
to an expert in each department in Which 
we wish information, and no man is ex. 
pected to be even moderately informed 
on many subjects, it could hardly be 
pected that the men and women of our 
book committees, busy with other mat 
ters of daily interest, or even many 
brarians should be experts in a 
which requires not only time and Cs 


perience, but special qualities of 


and the ability to judge from another's 
standpoint. 

For this reason it would seem _ 
that they should consider and use the 
A. L. A. Booklist as an aid not toh 
dispensed with, and that its recom 
mendations should form a large part of 
every book purchase. 

However, judging from the book lists 
appearing in the newspapers of addi- 
tions to the various libraries, the A. L.A 


. Booklist apparently is not receiving the 


attention it should, nor having the 
weight of authority it. should possess 
this important part of library work, 

as a result, the best returns are not! 
received for money expended. 
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whe A. L. A. Booklist is published as 
‘@p aid in book selection especially for 
: sail libraries which cannot have the 
ity for NE yg Bo of books, 
Se ribe for the reviewing 
ned — which are possible to the 
; libraries. To this end expert help 
js employed and each book individually 
ined with the viewpoint in mind of 
the smaller libraries with limited incomes 
and limited book collections. 

The new department inaugurated this 

with its page of introductory notes 
‘nd special lists for small libraries, 
makes it additionally helpful to those 
libraries. 

The objection is sometimes made that 
libraries cannot wait for the appear- 
ance of new books in the Booklist. 
were better to wait and buy less of 
new books than buying without knowl- 
edge to repent at leisure over books 
standing idle on the shelves, or worse 
still, not to be put on at all, and money 
expended without returns. 

That the help of this publication may 
be available to libraries and book com- 
mittees it is the desire of the Library 

mmission : 

OeThat a copy of the A. L. A. Book- 
list go each month to every library in the 
state, college and association as well as 
free public libraries. 

2—That it reach the chairman of every 
book committee either through the li- 
brary or direct. 

3—That it be carefully preserved and 
bound if possible, or at least kept in 
permanent form for future reference. 

To that end the Commission has in the 

subscribed for a large number of 
copies, which have been mailed each 
month to the libraries of the state. But 
unless it is consulted and its recom- 
mendations heeded it is poor economy 
to continue sending it. 

Therefore the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission would like to hear: 

1—From libraries not receiving it in 
the past, but wishing to do so in the 
future 


2 From libraries previously receiv- 
ing it but wishing it discontinued. 
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3—From libraries receiving and us 
ing it—stating to what extent. 

4—From libraries receiving and not 
using it, stating why. 

5—From libraries subscribing for it 
and receiving a second copy from the 
Commission. 





Christmas Exhibits. 
More and more each year are these ex- 
hibits being used by librarians, with the 
desire to assist parents in the selection 


. of suitable books for Christmas giving. 


To this end the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion circulated last year a collection of 
fifty books which a child would enjoy 
owning as the foundation for a library. 


A similar exhibit is being circulated 
this year, including some of the same 
titles and others equally desirable. A 
few are fine editions. Many are illus- 
trated, but almost all are within the 
reach of the average buyer, and to make 
their purchase more sure, librarians 
were urged to make arrangements with 
local dealers to have the books on sale. 


Annotations are pasted on the inside 
of the covers, and lists with publishers 
and prices are sent for distribution to 
each place. The exhibit was scheduled 
this year at Boone, Hampton, Hum- 
boldt, Logan, Shenandoah and Wood- 
bine. , 

At Davenport a Christmas exhibit was 
held by the library from November 28th 
to December 24th. This exhibit was not 
confined to children’s books, but in- 
cluded those for every age and taste: 
The books were displayed in the Trus- 
tees’ room and the gallery. 


At Mason City a display of children’s 
books suggestive to parents for Christ- 
mas purchase, was held in the library. 
Later these books will be transferred to 
a clean hands department and the priv- 
ilege of use in the library will be granted 
to those who will handle them with care. 

At Algona an exhibit of books suitable 
for Christmas giving was held in con- 
nection with the observance of Library 
Day by the Women’s Library Aid So- 
ciety. 











At Iowa City lists of children’s books 
for gift purposes at the Christmas season 
were distributed, the books being avail- 
able for purchase at all the book stores. 

The Waterloo library followed its 
custom of other years, in making a sug- 
gestive display at both libraries, east 
and west, of books suitable for Christ- 
mas gifts for children. 


At Council Bluffs a collection of 100 
of the best and most popular books in 
the children’s room were attractively 
displayed, and parents and friends 
were invited to inspect them before 
making purchases. 


At Webster City a Christmas exhibit 
was made of new books arriving too 
late to be prepared for the shelves be- 
fore Christmas, thus furnishing sug- 
gestions of attractive and useful books 
for purchase. 


At Sioux City the Christmas display 
included books for all ages and tastes. 
They were arranged on tables on the 
main floor. 





Public Library Laws of Iowa. 


The public library laws of Iowa as 
amended by the Thirty-fifth General As- 
sembly, have been printed under the 
title hitherto used for this leaflet— 
‘*Shall a free public library be estab- 


lished ?’’ The printing has been delayed . 


that the leaflet. might be made to cor- 
respond in section and arrangement 
with the new Supplement to the Code 
now in preparation. Copies of this leaflet 
will be furnished free upon request to 
the Library Commission. 





‘‘The library of wisdom is more pre- 
cious than all riches and nothing that 
ean be wished for is worthy to be com- 
pared with it. Whosoever, therefore, 
acknowledges himself to be a zealous 
follower of truth, of happiness, of wis- 
dom, of science, or even of faith, must 
of a make himself a lover of 
boo —From the Latin. 

















| | Library News ofthe Stale) 








Avoca.—A musical and literary er 
tainment was recently given for ¢ 
benefit of the library. Prof. 
Thomas of Omaha, Miss Ruth Spin at 
of Council Bluffs, Miss Merle Scott 
Miss Grace Lowe of Avoca furnish 
the musical features of the progra 
and Mrs. Baumeister the rea 3 

Bloomfield.— By the will of the ate 
Frank Eichelberger the Publie Lj ie 
has received the gift of his private 
library. Mrs. Eichelberger hag hes 
this gift available at the present time 
instead of at her death as provided me 
the terms of the will. 


Cedar Rapids. —A series of ey a 
‘Story Hours’’ for adults is ivan ay 
the library auditorium, and is rr ; 
to be a successful venture. : 

Miss Helen L. Jackson for three y years 
children’s librarian in the Publie i. 
brary has resigned to accept a vonage 
in the Children’s Department of the 
Detroit Public Library. Miss Jackson 
resignation was accepted with 


The school work has been p 
under the Children’s Department, and — 
Miss Mary Oxley formerly in charge of 
the schools, has been made head of thig 
department with Miss Katherine i 
ley as assistant. 


Miss Ruby Taylor, a graduate of old 
College and an assistant in the col 
lege library last year, is the new a sf 
sistant in the library. § 

Clarinda.—To the great regret of the # 
board and the patrons of the Clarinda 
Library, Miss Cornelia Plaister has 
resigned as librarian to take charge of 
the branch libraries of the Sioux 
Publie Library. During Miss Plaister é 5, 
term of service in this library several 
new branches were added, and the rural ~ 
extension work greatly increased. ; 

Miss Elva Greef of Eldora, a gradu 
ate of Simmons College Library Reheat ss 
has been elected librarian. 

Miss Myra Graff continues as omit. 


ant librarian. 


.— 
—s 
5 
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ee sil Bluffs—A bronze tablet in 
~Semory of Abraham Lincoln has been 
slaced in the children’s room at the 
- Public Library by Francis Seott Key 
Chapter of the Daughters of 1812. 


.—During the fall the li- 
prary gallery has been redecorated and 
” gemi-indirect lights installed giving an 
even general light very satisfactory for 
exhibits. 
During November the fourth annual 
exhibit of the pictures of Julius Hoft- 
rup and Arman Wargn was held in the 


library. : 
The library has received from Mrs. 


Charles Francis a gift of the collection 
 @ of books and plates on Egypt made by 
My her late husband. The collection con- 
-@ tains a number of the works of the 
i Egypt Exploration Society, a large 
illustrated edition of the ‘‘Book of the 
” “ Ancient Egypt,’’ by Binion, 
i and about sixty other works, besides 
_ § photographs and plates. 
Miss Ethel Marjorie Knapp of Bloom- 
ington, Ind., has been added to the staff 
as reference assistant. Miss Knapp is 
a graduate of Worcester College and of 


} 
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honor at a dinner given by the Des 
Moines Library Club on October 10th. 
Mr. Brigham acted as toastmaster. 
:: Miss Rogers spoke entertainingly of 
3 literary acquaintances. Mr. Henry 
Nollen told of the ‘‘Passing of the Old 
Book Shop,’’ Mr. L. W. Smith of Drake 
University of the ‘‘Renaissance of 
Poetry,’’ Miss Ella McLoney of ‘‘The 
x One Book,’’ Mrs. H. M. Towner of ‘‘The 
A First Edition,’’ and Mr. E. R. Harlan 
; told a story containing interesting facts 
in the early history of Iowa. Seventy 
were present. 








“ the Western Reserve Library School at 
i Cleveland, Ohio. 

? Des Moines—Highland Park Col- 
4 lege.—Miss Marguerite Wellwood, for 
“A several years connected with the New 
\ § York Public Library, has accepted the 
position of librarian of Highland Park. 
4 College Library. 

4 Des Moines.—Library Club.—Miss 
“4 Julia Ellen Rogers was the guest of 
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The December meeting of the Li- 
brary Club was held at the city library 
on the evening of December lst. The 
program consisted of a most interesting 
paper on Joseph Conrad, by Mrs. James 
C. Hume. Light refreshments followed. 

Des Moines.—Public Library.—In- 
formal talks on how to use the reference 
department are being given to classes 
of eighth grade pupils by Miss Winter- 
rowd, reference librarian of the city 
library. 

Dubuque.—The sub-station of the 
Carnegie-Stout library at the Audubon 
School, which was closed during the 
summer months, has been resumed, and 
will be open to the public every Tues- 
day evening from seven to nine o’clock. 

Eldon.—The library board enter- 
tained the teachers of the public schools 
in the assembly room of the library dur- 
ing the opening weeks of the school 
term. 

Emmetsburg.—The ‘third anniver- 
sary of the opening of the library build- 
ing was recently observed by a meeting 
at the library with an interesting pro- 
gram, followed by a reception, thus 
stimulating interest in the library, and 
making its resources better known to 
the public. 

Estherville.—Through the generosity 
of Mr. J. R. Horswell the public library 
has received a donation of three hun- 
dred volumes. 

The basement of the library build- 
ing has been equipped as a Rest Room 
by the Commercial Club of Estherville. 
A separate entrance gives access with- 
out disturbance to the library work. 

Fairfield.—The Imperial Gravures, 
loaned by the Iowa Library Commission 
have been on exhibition in this library 
during December. 

Fonda.—A library association has 
recently been formed through the in- 
itiative of the Woman’s Club, and steps 
are being taken toward submitting the 
library question to a popular vote, and 
the securing of a building. 

Garner.—Three lots have been pur- 
chased by the Ladies’ Library Associa- 
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tion, a gift for a building secured from 
Mr. Carnegie, and work will, be begun 
early in the spring. 

Mrs. S. S. Brown has been appointed 
librarian. 

Greenfield.— As the result of a public 
meeting held on December 4th, a library 
association has been formed and steps 
are being actively taken toward the es- 
tablishment of a library. L. L. Battin is 
President of the Association, and Mrs. 
Carrie Shreves, Secretary. 


Grundy Center—As a result of a 
musical recital recently given for that 
purpose, a list of fourteen books on 
music have been added to the library. 


. Hamburg.—The Publie Library has 
received a gift of books from the, M. L. 
K. ladies. 


‘Humboldt.—A photoplay program of 
four reels, including the Star-Spangled 
Banner and the Midnight Ride of. Paul 
Revere, was given on December 9th for 
the benefit of the library. 


Indianola.—The Woman’s Club of 
Indianola has recently presented the li-. 
: brary with a number of valuable art 
books, and a year’s subscription to the 
Industrial Art Magazine. 


Iowa City.—Announcement is _ re- 
ceived of the marriage on Thanksgiving 
day at Pasadena, California, of Miss 
Alta Belle Sample to Wallace Irwin 
Kittleman. Miss Sample was formerly 
children’s librarian in the Iowa City li- 
brary, and was a special student in the 
Iowa Summer Library School of 1914. 


Knoxville.—The open meeting at the 
library for November was in charge of 
the Senior class of the High school, 
which gave a program on the French 
Artists of the Louvre. They also acted 
as hostesses and ushers. 


The resignation of Miss Spencer, as- 
sistant librarian, has been accepted 
with regret, and Miss Jenny Welch ap- 
pointed to her position. 

—The supper given for the 
benefit of the library added $70 to that 
fund. 


Malvern.—November 5th 
served as Tag day for the library, a 
$160 was realized. On the 18th of 
month one of the firms gave a pe 
age on all sales made which stil] fpp¢ 
increased the library fund. A 

Mt. Ayr.—The library celebrated 
first anniversary by a public’ reee 
on November 13th. Mrs. H. M, By 
of Corning gave the principal ag 
of the evening. The large attendansa 
indicated appreciation of and interes 
in the success of the-library. va 

Muscatine.—Miss Ellen G. St 
for twelve years assistant in the P. 
Musser Publie Library has been eleetal 
librarian to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Mrs. Mahin. Mrs, Nel 
Sawyer becomes first assistant as i 
as children’s librarian. Miss Rid “a 
Giesler was added to the staff sever) ; 
months ago, and Miss Mary Munroe ig % 
now made an assistant. e 

New Hampton.—The library has been 
presented with sixty-five volumes 
H. H. Dane who recently removed 1 
Arkansas. 

Oclwein—A short annotation ; 
some new or interesting book in 
library, appears each week in the pp 
pers of Oelwein, thus giving readers a 
opportunity to judge of the interes 
and subject of a book before 
from the library. 

Onawa.—An informal reception 
tendered by the library board to 
teachers of the public schools, the | 
trons of the schools and the 


publie being invited to be =o 
meet the teachers. a 


Perry.—The library has received 
set of one hundred stereoscopic views 
of Germany which will be available 
its borrowers. 4 

Reinbeck.—Through the earnest é: 
forts of the Woman’s Club a library a 
sociation has been formed with a mem 
bership of one hundred and fifty 
which a board of directors has 
chosen, a loan of two Traveling 
braries secured from the Co 
a book shower held, and a library wit 
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: . be in successful operation. Mrs. 
4 M Campbell is President of the as- 


aesion, 


and Mrs. W. B. Hathaway, 


—The P. E. O. has recently 
presented the library with a beautiful 

and a silk flag has been given by 
the W. R. C. and the G. A. R. 


Sioux City—Morning Side College. 
eonsolidation of Charles City Col- 
with Morning Side College brings 

to the library of Morning Side College 
anaddition of about nine thousand vol- 


umes. 

- Sioux City—Public Library. The 
library financed the City Planning Ex- 
hibition which was held in the library 
Qetober 15-17. This exhibit was bor- 
rowed from the American City Bureau 
of New York City, and was made from 
the larger exhibit held last year in 
New York City at the Publie Library. 


During the month of November, 32 
’ meetings were held in the lecture room 
with an approximate attendance of 


1600. 


The Woman’s Club has had a large 
number of meetings in the library, one 
of the most interesting of these was an 
Oriental rug display, at which the Per- 
sian who loaned the rugs served Orien- 
tal coffee and cakes. 


The library has purchased a sterop- 
ticoon which has been used many times 
for general lectures and Woman’s 
Club work. It will also be used for 
story hour work during the winter. 
Thirty-six sets of the Underwood & Un- 
derwood stereoscopic pictures, and the 
same number cf stereoscopes have also 
been purchased. These are loaned to 
adults the same as books, and have 
proved popular. 


A new branch was opened at Morn- 
ingside last month, with 800 books. 
This library is opened afternoon and 
evening three times a week. Another 
branch will soon be cpened at Smith’s 
Villa making five branches in all. 





> 


There are also ninety libraries in four- 
teen of the public and parochial schools. 
Each place is visited once a month by 
the school librarian, Miss Rose O’Con- 
nor who takes the circulation, tells 
stories to the children and talks of the 
books that have not been circulating. 
It is found very easy to make every 
book popular in the schools when the 
effort is made. 


Several changes have taken place on 
the staff of the public library. Miss 
Stella Hanson and Miss Hannah Apple- 
ton have resigned their positions as as- 
sistants, Miss Hanson to marry Mr. A. 
Tinkham of Minneapolis, and Miss Ap- 
pleton. to become Mrs. Arthur Ford. 
Miss Vera Hungerford, who has been 
employed in the Buffalo Public Library 
for the last seven years, has taken 
charge of the children’s work, Miss 
Lynne Malmquist, formerly of Two Har- 
bors, Minn., has become first assistant, 
Miss Annabel Smith of Madison, Wis., 
has taken a position in the circulating 
department, Miss Cornelia Plaister has 
been employed as head of the branch 
work, and Miss Helen Roby of Decatur, 
Illinois, public library, as assistant to 
the branch librarian. 


In order that the members of the li- 
brary board and the library staff might 
become acquainted, Miss Drake enter- 
tained them at a library party Novem- 
ber 20th. Mayor and Mrs. Smith were 
also present. 


Spencer.—The library has recently 
been presented with a bust of Beetho- 
ven which has been placed over the 
shelves containing the musie section. 


The P. E. O. Chapter, which has taken 
an interest in the children’s room for 
years and provides the juvenile period- 
icals, recently ordered a complete set of 
**Masters in Art’’ published by Bates 
and Guild, Boston, Mass., in nine bound 
volumes. These will be made a Clean 
Hands Collection in the children’s 
room. 
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Miss Blanche Watts has been ap- 
pointed substitute librarian, and has 
been in eharge of the library for. sev- 
eral weeks during the absence of Mrs. 
Duble. 

Tama.—Mrs. T. A. Chase has re- 
signed her position as librarian to re- 
- move to Chicago, and Mrs. H. C. Woods 
has been appointed her successor. 


Tipton.—The High School Class of 
1913 has presented the library with a 
semi-indirect light fixture of two hun- 
dred candle power, which has been in- 
stalled in the center of the main room. 
Two similar fixtures have been pur- 
chased by the board for the reference 
and juvenile departments. 

Traer.—The trustees of Perry town- 
ship have availed themselves of the 
privilege of this library by the levy 
of a tax under the rural extension law. 

Waterloo.— Miss Fanny Duren, for 
eight years librarian of the public li- 
brary, has resigned her position to the 
great regret of the library board and 
the library public of Waterloo. What 
were two libraries animated by fac- 
tional jealousies have, under Miss 
Duren’s tactful management, become 
one, with a common pride in making 
the two divisions parts of one whole. 

Before her departure Miss Duren was 
given a farewell dinner by the staff at 
the home of Miss Mary Brainard. 
Later in the evening the members of 
the library board and their wives joined 
the company, and Miss Duren was pre- 
sented with a number of gifts by the 
board and staff, and also with a set of 
resolutions of appreciation and respect 
passed by the board. 

After a short vacation Miss Duren 
will go to Minneapolis to have charge 
of one of the branch libraries. 


Miss Maria Brace has been chosen 
Acting Librarian until the board shall 
secure some one to take the place of 
Miss Duren. 

During the opening months of the 
school year the grade teachers of the 
Waterloo schools were invited to visit 
the library, become acquainted with the 
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staff, and learn the possibilty , 
by that institution. Thirty teg 
cepted the invitation. Miss Di 
dressed the guests briefly andi 
duced the members of the stage 
of whom told something of 
in her department. 8 

Wellman.—A chicken pie dinner 
served on election day by the Libr 
Association, adding $80.00 to the 
brary fund. E. 

At the closing meeting for the d 
of the Association the librarian ¢ 
very gratifying report of the cirey! 
for the past year, and an interest 
program of book reviews and digs 
sions occurred. Much credit is due 
the women of this Association for d he 
earnest efforts given to this proje 


the publie good. 


Mrs. Emma 8. Mahin. 
Mrs. Emma G. Mahin for 
thirty years a teacher in the My 
Schools and Librarian of the P. 
ser Public Library since its or 
twelve years ago, passed away during! 
night of October 3rd. ’ 
The death of Mrs. Mahin is felt a 
personal loss by many throughout 
city, where she was widely known 4 
generally esteemed by reason of 
many years of service as a teacher, a 
her successful career as librarian, 
Mrs. Mahin began library work 
1892 in connection with a small bo 
collection quartered in the basement) 
the high school building. On the de 
tion of a library structure in Museal 
in 1901 and the perfection of a libri 
organization under the state law, 
Mahin was made a library trustee, @ 
after a period of preparation was 
chosen librarian. az 
During her years of service in | 
Musser Library the upbuilding of 
institution was her greatest ambi 
Under her guidance and through h 
careful planning and execution, the 
brary was brought to a high standard 
excellence, and Mrs. Mahin’s labors 
will be felt for years to come. 
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